THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND*

covered it In many places icy pools sparkled in the sun.
Neither rain nor any river, increased by a sudden swelling
could supply these ponds. They therefore naturally con-
cluded that the marsh was fed by the infiltrations of the
soil, and it was really so. It was also to be feared that
during the heat miasmas would arise, which might produce
fevers.
Above the aquatic plants, on the surface of the stagnant
water, fluttered numbers of birds. Wild duck, teal, snipe
lived there in flocks, and those fearless birds allowed them-
selves to be easily approached.
One shot from a gun would certainly have brought down
some etozen of the birds, they were so close together.   The
explorers were, however, obliged  to content themselves
with bows and arrows.   The result was less, but the silent
arrow had the advantage of not frightening the birds, whilst
the noise of fire-arms would have dispersed them to all
parts of the marsh.   The hunters were satisfied, for this
time, with a dozen ducks, which had white bodies with a
band of cinnamon, a green head, wings black, white, and
red, and flattened  beak.    Herbert called  them tadorns.
Top helped in the capture of these birds, whose name was
given to this marshy part of the island. . The settlers had
here an abundant reserve of aquatic game.    At some
future time they meant to explore it more carefully, and it
was probable that some of the birds there might be domes*